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formed him that Captain Dent's conduct had been shameful,
for during that morning and the preceding day many young
men had been at the office with the Captain's order for their
being received on board, in their hands, saying he had
desired them to meet him at the Admiralty at stated hours,
when he knew he should be at Portsmouth and beyond their
reach. So much for the good faith of the worthy Captain
Digby Dent!

My father observed to me that as seven or eight months
must elapse before any of the Company's ships would sail,
it was incumbent on me to employ myself usefully for that
period, and not think of lounging about in dissipation and
indolence. He also insisted upon my laying aside my
military dress until I had a right to resume it, and recom-
mended me to endeavour to acquire some knowledge of the
laws of my country, which in every situation of life would
be useful, employing some hours daily in the study of
military tactics. I accordingly laid aside my cockade and
red coat and once more took my seat at a desk.

At the latter end of the month (April) the Cruttenden
arrived, when Bob Pott called upon me and I introduced
him to all my family, who were much pleased with him
and made him stay to dinner. The next morning he came
again, taking me to his father's house in Lincoln's Inn
Fields, where I was very kindly received by Mr. and Mrs.
Pott, and several of their daughters, as well as an elder
and younger brother of Robert's. I dined with them,
and in the evening accompanied Robert to Drury Lane
theatre to see Garrick's famous pageant of the Stratford
Jubilee, then in the height of its very long run ; it had
been got up at prodigious expence, in commemoration of the
rare talents of our celebrated dramatic author, Shake-
speare.

Scarce a day passed without Bob and me meeting;
I frequently dined at his father's, where I always received
a hearty welcome from the whole family, especially Mr.
Pott senior. But early in June I thought I perceived a
change in his and others of the family's behaviour towards